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Bartenders Also Shine at "Star
Chefs"

Last night, St.lI Cheto cOn\lened their 201 0 "RiSing Star Chefs Tasting Gala and
Awards Ceremony" in the fig-shaded courtyard afthe Santa Monica's Fainnont
Miramar Hotel. The focus was on the "Rising Chefs" and their food, but tW<l marquee
bartenders also demonstrated their considerable skills behind temporary bars Eric
,""pe"n from The V~I"ish and Julian Cox from Rlve,a

The Vamish cc>-owner Eric ,""perin made The Highlander Highland Park 12-year
whisky and Cherry Heering on the rocks I'oith a lemon tl'ois!. If you substitute Rye, it's
called a Hunter, a popular option at The Varnish. AJperin said that since he had to
make 60J cocktails, he was looking for a drink I'oith "durabilny," meaning the fl"""rs
would hold up after 10 minutes, unlike a daiquiri. "A big misconception I'oith cocktails
is that it has to be complicated," said AJperin. At "Star Chefs," he proved othetl'oise

R"'er. bartender Julian Cox made his signature Barbaeoa, a mezeal cocktaill'oith
ehipotle, lime juice and red bell pepper. The garnish, as a",ays, Was beef jerky. "I
dldnl cut any comers," said Cox. "00 It e,"ctly like I do It at the restauran!."I" fact,
at Star Chefs, his Barbacoa had a secret weapon: Chiehieapa. Cox enjoys how the
singl ....,;llage mezeal from Del Maguey contributes "spicy and smoky" qualities. He
made several hundred cocktails before taking to the stage to rece"" his award. Mer
the final applause forthe collected stars, he was back behind the bar, making more
Barbaeoas. Ah, the glory of";ctory
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"Street Feast" at Americana

Tacos Tonight!

Great Grilled Cheese

Spice It Up: Korean BBQ

GOAL Brings Game to 3rd Street

Comfort Truck Rolls Into LA

Frosted Cupcakery Expands
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