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Anticipation builds as Coppa readies itself for
grand opening on Shawmut Ave.
by K,te Lind'mith
Con"ibu'inO Writ.,
Wodn..d., D., 9, 2009

Capp" , ne" enotee, fronted by 10c,1 chef, Ken OrinQer 'nd l'mie
Bissonnette, "ill m,ke it, ,nticip,ted debut in the South End very
,oon-,t IM,t th,t', "h,t OrinQer 'nd Bissonnette hove been tellinQ
MQer follo"ers ,ince AUQu,t,

Both chef" "ho hove ,mple experience in the Bo,ton re,t,u"nt
dom'in, "id , combin,tion of unfore,een ,tructu,,1 ,n'Q' 'nd the fire
dep,rtment', permit reQul,tion, h" ,t,lIed the "ine b,,', openinQ d,te,
"hich Bo,ton', viQil,nt foodie bloQQers reported to be in I,te AUQu,t-then
September-,nd then November,

"[The fire dep,rtment in,pectors] ore ju,t m,kinQ ,ure the re,t,u"nt i,
""fe" possible, "hich i, QrMt: "id Bissonnette, "ho h" ,erved"
executive chef 'nd co-o"ner of Toro, OrinQer', popul" t,p" b", for
the post three yMrs, Neither Bissonnette nor OrinQer could ,pecify
e"ctly "hen they expect to open, but both chef, optimi,tic,lIy predicted
the d,te to be ju,t one or t"o "eeks ,,,,y,

In the mMntime, the duo h" been "orkinQ "ith ,t,1I to develop it,
menu of ",tuzzi"-It,li'n b" ,n,cks ,tju,t $5 Mch, post"~ 'nd
"ood-fired pizz" "hich i, the mo,t expen,ive item ,t $15,

"We ",nted it to be ,0methinQ like you "ould run into ,t, dMd end in
Rome, "here you c,n 'mell the "ood burninQ in the oven, there', very
little ,iQn'Qe, 'nd you c,n Q"b ,ome ,m,1I pl,te, "ith Qood,
rM,on,bly-priced "ine: "id OrinQer,

Di,cretely loc,ted on the corner of Sh,,,mut Avenue 'nd Milford Street,
Copp, t"n,mit, , ""m intim,cy throuQh tiQhtly p'cked t,ble, 'nd ,
ch,lkbo"d "ine menu, A ,leek l,cQuered fini,h co,t, the "ood b",
"here Que,t, c,n ,it 'nd ,dmire the exten,ive ,election of It,li,n
cordi,l, u,ed to m,ke cockt,il, 'nd ,peritifs.

"The ",y people drink in Europe, they "ill hove liQht, pre-dinner
cockt,il, like ,perol ,pritze" Here, the food "ould ju,t not QO "ell "ith,
dry m,rtini: "id OrinQer,

OrinQer 'nd Bissonnette developed the concept of Copp, "hile "orkinQ
tOQether ,tToro, A South End re,ident of 12 yMrs, OrinQer "id he
,I",y, drMmed of openinQ' re,t,u"nt nMr hi, home, Once the
mode,tly ,ized 'p,ce ,t 253 Sh,,,mut Street bec,me ,voil,ble I"t
"inter ("hen Americ'n bi,tro The Di,h c1o,ed), OrinQer "" ,n
opportunity to develop, ne" project in hi, o"n neiQhborhood,

"I've ,I",y, ",nted to hove' pl,ce c1o,e to home, "here my "ife c,n
,top in 'nd ju,t hove' pizz, on, cold "inter niQht: he "id,

CountinQ Copp, " hi, ,ixth re,t,u"nt in Bo,ton, OrinQer, 44, h"
Mrned pre,tiQe" ,n innovotive chef "ith ,uccesse, like KO Prime, Uni,
'nd L, Verd,d, He h" ,1'0 ,chieved n,tion,1 recoQnition "ith, l,me,
Boord ,,,oed (the eQuivolent of ,n o,c" for chef,) 'nd ,n 'ppM"nce
on the food Net"ork', [ron C~f,

OrinQer', experti,e combined "ith Bissonnette', fl,ir for the oriQin,1
m,ke, Copp, more th,n ju,t, t"dition,1 It,li,n "ine b", ThouQh
c1'ssic It,li,n ,t,ple, ore cert'inly 'voil'ble, m,ny item, on the menu
repre,ent, ,ubtle dep,rture from t"dition: the 1"'Qn, boloQne,e
mixe' c1'ssic moot "QU "ith , butternut 'Qu"h puree bech'mel, 'nd ,
b,ked tripe di,h i, ,eeYed "ith 'Qu"h 'nd "tom,to Qrovy."

"We "ill ,I",y, ,dd , little more flovor "herever "e c,n Q"b it-but it',
,till It,li,n: "id OrinQer,
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Bissonette, "ho,e oem, ore covered in full t,ttoo ,Ieeve" reject, the
idM of 'dherinQ to ,trict rule, in the kitchen, "yinQ he volue, combininQ
intere,tinQ flovors more th,n honorinQ' riQid t"dition, He mention,
'ddinQ ,oy "uce to , c1'ssic It,li,n BoloQne,e post, "ju,t to enh'nce
the bose flovors-but ,ny t"dition,1 It,li,n Q"ndm, miQht hove me killed
for th,t."

"Don~ Qet me "ronQ-I love french 'nd It,li,n c1,ssic,: he ,dded, "But
re,t,u"nt, need to evolve, Cooks need to evolve."

Bissonnette, 32, p'dded hi, culin"y recipe in pl,ce, like Pori"~ Ne" York
'nd S,n f"nci,co ,fter Q"du,tinQ ,t 19 "ith, deQree in culin"y ,rt,
from The Art In,titute of fort L,uderd,le in florid" Since returninQ to
Bo,ton, Bissonnette h" comm,nded ,t re,t,u"nt, like PiQ,lIe 'nd
Kenmore SQu"e', cult hvorite E"tern St,nd"d, 'nd "" fMtured " ,
IlUIIlI St" Chef in October on ,t"chefs.com,
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Bissonnette ,ttributed the lure of ,t,rtinQ , bu,iness ,t 253 Sh,,,mut
Street to the property', ,lIord,ble rent 'nd "ood-burninQ oven, He "id
he thinks Copp, i, "ell ,uited to the South End bec,u,e the
neiQhborhood I,cks re,t,u"nt, "ith , ",m,1I It,li,n pl,te, concept: 'nd
he hope, the M'y eleQ,nce of hi, ne" 10c,1 enotec, "ill ,tt"ct reQul,rs,

South End re,ident K"en W,cko",ki, "ho live' ju,t blocks ,,,,y from
COPP', "id ,he reQul"ly ",Iks her dOQ post the re,t,u"nt to ,ee if it i,
opened yet,

"I'm , biQ Ion of the chefs "ork, 'nd my friend, 'nd I hove been ",itinQ
to Qetto check out [Copp,], I "" '0 excited to hMr it "" openinQ '0
c1o,e: ,he "id,

While meetinQ "ith ,t,1I I"t "eek ,t the re,t,u"nt, Bissonnette ""
,ppro,ched by t"o "omen "ho ",Iked throuQh the door "kinQ if Copp,
"" opened yet, Once 'Q,in, he told them no, butto come b'ck ",oon."
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